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The International Legal Regulation of Voluntary Vessels’ Activities

and China’ s Response

BAI Jiayu LI Enqing MI Chenxi ( Ocean University of China; China Institute for Marine

Affairs  State Oceanic Administration)

Abstract: Voluntary vessels’ activities are divided into activities for the purpose of marine scientific
research and activities for the purpose of marine survey. Part XIII of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS) specifically stipulates a system of marine scientific research. The coastal state
enjoys sovereign rights and jurisdiction over specific matters in the exclusive economic zone. The coastal
state has the right to determine whether the non-economic marine survey activities of the volunteer vessels
within the exclusive economic zone are under the jurisdiction of the coastal state. The UNCLOS provides
that the conflict arose between the interests of the coastal state and any other state should be resolved on
the basis of equity principle. There is no specific provision on the marine survey activities that is not for
the purpose of marine scientific research under UNCLOS. The regulation of such activities can draw lessons
from the provisions of marine scientific research. The customary international law relating to marine
scientific research and marine surveys activities will have a regulatory effect on the activities of the
voluntary vessels of non—parties to the UNCLOS. The laws concerning voluntary vessels’ activities are not
perfect in national legal system and it is necessary to improve the domestic laws on voluntary vessels’
activities in many aspects such as legislation execution and international communication and
cooperation.

Key words: voluntary vessels; marine scientific research; marine survey; UNCLOS; customary

international law




