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The impact of the development of deep-sea technology on future war
and its strategic choice

ZHANG Weihua, GUO Jizhou

(College of Meteorology and Oceanography , National University of Defense Technology ,
Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: Land resources are gradually depleting due to massive consumption. Owing to its rich energy
and mineral and biological protein resources, the deep sea has become a vast treasure trove for human survival
and the sustainable development of society. Meanwhile, it has become a source of contention for countries all
over the world. Deep sea has become an incubator and natural testing ground to lead and promote the clustered
development of multiple high-tech projects due to its extreme environmental conditions and difficult
accessibility. Furthermore, because of its unique value in military use, it has become one of the most promising
strategic spaces for changing the combat situation at sea and gaining asymmetric operational advantages. This
paper analyzes and foresee the development trend of deep-sea technology, as well as investigates the impact of
deep-sea technology development on future war. Finally, targeted measures and suggestions are proposed from
various perspectives, such as theoretical innovation, demand traction, capability, conditions, platform, and talent
incubation, to provide decision-makers with a reference for strengthening marine security and building maritime
power.

Key words: deep-sea technology; deep-sea space; form of warfare; command of the deep sea
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